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TO HIS GRACE THE 


LORD PRIMATE. 
| 
C000 
The ſpeculative Errors of Papiſts would only dſerus 
Pity, if their pernicious Influence upon civil So- 
ciety did not both require and authoriſe Reſtraint. 
E. of Cuxsrxxrrp's Speech to both 
Houſes of Parliament, O#. 8, 1745. 
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My Lok D, | | 
T HE fo frequently repeated Accounts | 


of inhuman Barbarity, Butcherings 
and Murder committed on our Fellow 


Subjects, Countrymen and Friends in Ame 


rica; together with the late commemorated 
Anniverſary of Thanks and Praiſe appointed 
by Authority to revive our Gratitude for 
the' ſignal Deliverance of this City from 
that mercileſs Havock and Slaughter which 
laid deſolate this Kingdom in the Year 1641; 


induces me to lay before the Publick, (in an 


Addreſs to your Grace, the Head of our 


Church, who ſo notably defended the Pro- 
 feſtant Cauſe in the Houſe of Lords laſt Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament) ſome Remarks upon an 


Exhortation which Mr. Faulkner, from his 
own Knowledge, I preſume, aſſerts to have 
A. 2 been 
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bern read at the Graves Romiſh Chapels in this 


City. But before J proceed to examine _ 
new Pretenſions of the Popiſh Church to 

delity, Chriſtian * and Charity, it 
may not pigs be improper to obſerve, that 
during the laſt Rebellion? in Scotland, ſome 
Popiſh Prieſts ſent abroad a weekly Paper, 
called The Impartial Examiner, which toge- 


ther with other Pieces of the ſame Manufat- 
ture, alter labouring hard at that critical Scaſon 


to whet the alrcady too keen Inſtruments of 
Revenge, by impudently charging the Proteſ- 
tants with the Guilt of all the ſavage Barba- 


rities and Bloodſhed of forty one, molt artfully 


endeavoured, like this Exhortation, to lull in- 
cautious Proteſtants into Security and a De- 
dence on the Gentleneſs and Lenity of the 
Romiſh Church, the meck and chriſtian Spirit 


| of. her Doctrines, and the maternal Mildneſs 
of her Cenſures; ſince which Period, they 
Have contented themſelves with enjoying the 


national Calamity and Diſgrace, till now, it 


| ſeems, ſome ver) honorable 3 wil- 
ling perhaps to make themſelves 


riends of 
the Mammon of Unriglneouſneſs in this Sea- 
Jon of Diſtreſs and Terror, have encouraged 


them to. hope fon a Mitigation of the Penn! 


Laws *; how far ſuch an Expectation is 
founded on Probability ot Promiſe, I ſhall 
not take upon me to ſay; but 1 think it can 


u Frher don in Foultner's Journal. 
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be no very difficult Matter to determine the 
Reaſonableneſs of their Hopes, and the De- 
gree of Merit to intitle them to this Indul- 
gence; for granting the Fact, with ſo much 
Confidence and Boaſting, aſſerted, < That the 
& Iriſh Roman. Catholicks have ſpent a Series 
© of more than ſixty Years with Reſignation; 
« and Thankfulneſs.*.” The Queſtion ſtil} 
returns, whether this dutiful Submiſſion to a 
Proteſtant Government can be ſuppaſed the 
golden Fruit of inherent Loyalty and Affec- 
tion, or the Offspring of thoſe unexcuted. pe- 
nal Laws, which hang over their Heads like 
a Metear, to awe and affright the EvikmindeS 
with Apprehenſions, from which it is no, won 
der they wiſh to be relieyed.. Indeed one 
would think the Hiſtory of our own Country; 
had pretty ſufficiently cleared up this Point al- 
ready, teaching us by . woeful Experience 
what we are to expect from the unbridled, 
Zeal of.Romiſh Rage and Eccleſiaſtick Mad- 
neſs ; but it ſeems we mult deny the Evidence: 
of our Senſes in another Inſtance beſides Tran-- 
ſubſtantiation, and diſbelieve the Teſtimony ob 
Facts, whenever it ſhall ferve the Intereſt of 
theſe Men to, abjure the Eſſence of their Re- 
ligion, and by, a Kind of ogcaſjonal Apoſtacy 
 difavow thoſe Doctrines which Bulls of: 
Popes, Decrees of general Councils, Col- 
leges and Caſuiſts have eſtabliſhed ; for thus 


* Exhoxtatiog. 
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the Exhortation before us roundly affirms, 
that /o far from juſtifying Fraud and Murder 
on any, even a religious Account, THE Mosr 
HoLy CnuRCH not only condemns them, but 
delivers the unrepenting Authors of ſuch cri- 
minal Practices, over to Satan *, an Aſſer- 
tion ſo expreſsly contradicted by Facts, and 
the Hiſtory of every Country in Europe, that 
even the Father of Lies mult have bluſhed to 


advance, was there not a Subterfuge in that 


ſententious Opinion of Bellarmin, That 


„ papal Bulls and Decrees are ſufficient to 
ec change the Nature of Things, and fo make 


4c that to be Sin which is no Sin, or not to be 
ac Fin, which is Sin, ” i. e. That which is 
Murder to be no Murder — a mental Reſerva- 
tion under which theſe Exhorters muſt be ſup- 


poſed to plead their Guiltleſſneſs of Blood, 


when we know they ſubſcribe to the Maſſacre 
called The Sicilian Veſpers and the Feaſt of 
St. Bartholomew; © the former of which,” 
according to Mezeray, „ was planned by 


4 Pope Nicholas and executed A. D. 1282 


ce with ſuch ruthleſs Fury upon the unhappy 
« French for oppoſing the Pope's Supremacy, 
&« (the Crime of every Proteſtant in Ireland 
« that they were murdered throughout the 
% whole Iſland, even at the very Altars, 
« without Diſtinction of Age or Sex, Wo- 


* Exhortation. 
+ Bellarm. in Barclaium, chap. 31. 
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“ men a Child being ripped up, and; 
Childrens Brains daſhed out againſt the 
« Stones, to the Extirpation, in two. Hours 
“ Time of Eight Thouſand Souls, one fi 

« Perſon only eſcaping * ;? and as fo Zh 
| Feaſt of St. Bartholomew, every Body knows. 
the aggravating Circumſtances of Treachery 
which attended this. dire Carnage, and that 
the beaſtly Authors and mercileſs Executioners 
were abſolved from all former Trangreſſions 
for this godly Work of Supererogation by a. 
Pope and Conclave, who. having Power to. 
make that which-is Sin to be no Sin, beatified 
and hallowed this moſt execrable Slaughter —. 
and we alſo. read that 70h Huſs-and Ferdm of 
Prague were both burned by Order of. the 
Council of Cuꝝſtance, notwithſtanding. the 
Emperor's ſafe Conduct, THIS MosT. HoLy 
CHURCH, which. inſpires its Sons, with" fuchs 
Horror rox FRAuD, having. declared, 
« THAT FAITH WAS NOT TO BE KEPT 
© wiTx HERETICKs T.“ 


Muſt we not, therefore, to maintain 
tolerable Degree of Conſiſtency between the 
Profeſſions of theſe Men and the Practices of 
their Church, with ſo much Impudence ſtiled, 
The Moft Holy, conclude that they have in- 
trenched themſelves. within the Equivocation 
* Meze Vol L. 56, . 
. Heifs, Vol. I. 37 A, — 
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of Bellarmir*s Opinion, when they declare, 
that the Catholick Faith condemns Fraud and 


Murder on a religious Account, notwith- 


ſtanding what has been already produced to 
the contrary, and what the Council of Late- 
ran has decreed *, “ That the Pope ſhall 


not only abſolve Subjects from their Alle- 


« giance to Princes who neg/e# to purge 


9 their Territories of Hereſy ; but alſo give 


« their Lands to Catholicks, who, havin 
« exterminated the Hereticks, ſhall poſſe 5 
te the ſame for the Preſervation of the Purity 
« of Faith; which pious Decree of theſe 
Miniſters of Jeſus + the Count of Thoulouſe, 
a ſovereign Prince, moſt ſeverely felt “ for 
« neglecting to extirpate the Hereſy of the 
« Abigenſes, being ſtripped of his Domini- 
« ons by a Crufado of five hundred thouſand 


% Bigots and five Biſhops, who having taken 


&« his Town of Beziers put every living Soul, 
te in Number Sixty Thouſand, Men, Women 


„ and Children, to the Sword f.” —But to 


bring the Matter nearer Home, I would aſk 
theſe Gentlemen Exhorters, was it out of an 
Abhorrence 'of Murder on a religious Ac- 
count, that their M Holy Church bleſſed 
and fainted the Authors and Actors of the 
cruel Tragedy of forty one, by the Bull 
granted to Owen Roe O-Neal in the Year 


1642, which their dear Brother and Fellow. 


* Can. 3. + Vid. Exhortation. 
} Mezeray, hs 219. - 
Labourer 
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Labourer in the Lord, Connor O-Mano- 
Ny, publiſhed in His Exhortation to the Ca- 
tholicks of Ireland (read no doubt in all their 
Chapels) as an Encouragement. for them * to. 
« extirpate the Engliſh, their Manners and 
« Religion out of the Nation, and to MUR- 
« DER and DESTROY all that adhered to 
© them, or were ſprung from them, ever 
de their neareſt Relations . 


But enough on a Subject ſo abominable, 
and fo ſhocking to Humanity: let us next 
inquire what Foundation there is for branding: 
the Roman Catholicks with this infamous Ca- 
lumm, that they need not fear to take falſe 
 Oaths, Oc. as if they believed any Power on 
Earth could authorize ſuch damnable Prac- 
tices, or grant Diſpenſati on fer this Pur- 


poſe f. 


What the Belief of Meſſieurs, the Exhor- 
ters, is, I cannot tell, and therefore ſhall not 
hazard an Opinion concerning their Sincerity 
and Truth, but, preſuming them to be good 
Catholicks, J cannot help being perſuaded, 
that their Faith in theſe damnabte Practice: 
of diſpenſing with Oaths, if adequate to the 
peremptory Precept of maſt holy Church, can- 
not chuſe but be both lively and ſtrong; for 


* Harris's Writers of Ireland, p. £21. 
+ Exhortation. 
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the Council of Lateran, as before cited, 
(notwithſtanding what this Exhortation con- 
tains to the contrary) authorizes Popes to ab- 
ſolve Subjects from their Allegiance to an he- 


retical Prince; and accordingly we find Gre- 
4 gory VII. having actually exerciſed this 


« Power againſt the Emperor Henry IV. and 


« other Princes of Europe, called a Council 
« af Rome, in the Year 1076, conſiſting of 
« one hundred and ten Biſhops, who, after 
& mature Debate, concluded the Pope did 
te right to deprive the Emperor of his Crown, 
« and to abſolve the Princes of the Empire 
« from their Oaths *. A Multitude of ſi- 
milar Inſtances might be produced from the 
Hiſtory of the Contention for temporal Pow- 
er between the Popes and Emperors ; but the 
Proteſtation of Ianocent X. againſt the Trea- 
ties of Weſtphalia, Oſuabruck and Munſter, 
which eſtabliſhed the religious Liberty of the 
Empire, will put this Matter beyond a Doubt, 
for after ſolemnly proteſting againſt them as. 
prejudicial to the Catholick Religion and the 


holy See, (they having wrenched the Sword of | 


Perſecution out of the Hands of bloody Auſtria. 
and the Church) «« He declares them NULL 
«© AND VOID, AND FREES ALL PERSoONs. 
« FROM ANY OBLIGATION TO KEEP 


© THEM, THOUGH THEY HAD SWORN: 


* Heiſs a popiſh Author, Vol. I. 170. 


cc TO. 
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& TO THE OBSERVATION OF THEM “*; 
and yet that theſe are none of the Tenets or 
Practices of the Catholick Church, this Ex- 
hortation with Confidence aſſerts; and pro- 
duces a corroborating Teſtimony * of Roman 
*« Catholicks refuſing to take Oaths however 
* conducive to their Temporal Intereſt Þ 
from whence we are to infer their Church 
does not warrant the Hopes of an Abſolution 
from the Obligations of them. But here the 
cloven Foot of Equivocation and mental Re- 
ſerve peeps from under the Veſtment of De- 
ceit ; for the only Oaths which Roman Catho- 
licks are remarkably tender conſcienced in, 
conducive to their temporal Intereſt, are thoſe 
of Abjuration and Allegiance ; and which I 
believe they would and always do refuſe to 
take 3 not out of a Perſuaſion that they can- 


not be abſolved from the Obligation of them, 


but becauſe there is an expreſs and particular 
Exception made againſt their taking them at 
any Rate, by a Bull of Pope Urban VIII. 


dated 30 of May, 1626, and directed to the 


Nous de notre propre movement & de notre certain 
Science, & meure deliberation & de la Plenitude de la 
Puiſſance Eccleſiaſtique, diſons & declarons par ces meſ- 
mes preſentes, que les dit Articles out été de droit, 
ſont & ſeront perpetuellement, nulls, vains, invalides, 
iniques, injuſtes, condamnez, reprouvez, frivoles, ſans 
force & effet & que Perſonne n'eſt tenu de les obſerve, 


ou aucun d'iceux encore qui ſoient fortifiez, un Ser- 
ment. Proteſtation du Pope, Heiſs, vol. IV. 236. 
+ Exhortation, 


Engliſh 


Engliſß Catholicks, which exhorts them, r. 
« ther to loſe their Lives than take that noxi- 
« ous and unlawful Oath of © Allegiance, by 
& which the ſacred Sceptre of the univerſal 
« Church might be plucked out of Hands of 
i theVicars of the omnipotent God x.. And 
now that we are on the Chapter of Allegi- 
ance, it may not be amiſs to cite the Opinion 
of the Univerſities of Valadolid and Sala- 
manca, with reſpect to Tyrone's Rebellion; 
that, „ſeeing it was undertaken for the Sake 
« of Religion, it was as meritorious to aid 
« him againſt the Hereticks as to fight againſt 
« the Turks +; and Suarez maintains againſt 
« King James, that a King canonically Ex- 
© COMMUNICATED may) be DEPOSED AND 
« K1LLED by any Man whatſoever 3? which 
all Proteſtant Princes and People adually 
are by the Bull of Pope Pius V. de cena 


Domini. 


It may perhaps be objected againſt what 
- has been faid, that as nothing of a like Kind 
can be imputed to the Catholicks for many 
Years paſt, it is injurious to reproach them 
with Practices, which their preſent Conduct 
diſapproves; but let it be reinembered that 


P. Walſh's Epiſtle to the Catholicks, p. ix. 
t Walſh's Iriſh Remonſt. Dedicat. p. xl, 


the 
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the Spirit of Perſecution ceaſed not In Couns 
tries where Popery has. Dominion till there 
was nothing left to perſecute, nor in Coun- 
tries where it has at preſent no Dominion, until 
it was diveſted of all Ability to offer human 
Sacrifices to the Roman Altar, — which, I 
hope, will be a ſufficient Inducement not to 
put it in the Power of the Roman Catholicks * 
to avow the true and genuine Spirit of their 
Church, or to furniſh out freſh Materials to 

make out a Charge againſt them which has 
been but too well recorded in capital Letters, 
wrote with the Blood of our : Forefathers ; 
for, conſidering the Situation of Affairs with 
reſpe&t to our foreign Enemies and the Pro- 
teſtant Powers in Germany, this ſurely can be 
no Time to ſtrengthen the Sting of a domeſtic 
Viper, by mitigating the Rigour of the penal 
Laws, or granting any farther Toleration 
to Popery than the Law already allows; 
gloomy Minds are not without their evil 
Bodings from the extenſive Influences which, 
by fiſhing in troubled Waters, the Convert 
Intereſt has already acquired over the natural 
Strength of this Kingdom; and ſurely the 
vaunted Patronage which the Popiſh Cler- 
gy make their Boaſt of in this Exhortati- 
on, will not much diſpel their Fears. Can 
Proteſtants be too watchful in ſuch a Seaſon 


and ſo circumſtanced, and ought they not to 
: f keep 
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keep a jealous __ over-thoſe oB ABLE 
PeRSONAGES, Who, it may be ſuppoſed, 
have given the Papiſts Cauſe, by Word or 
Deed, to hope for a Mitigation of the Penal 
Laws, concerning which 1 ſhall beg Leave 
to quote the Opinion of one who ſeems to be 
no incompetent Judge, who, after recapitu- 
lating the ſeveral Laws made againſt Popery, 
concludes thus; * ſuch are the Laws provi- 


« ded for ſtrengthning the Proteſtant Intereſt | 


« of this Kingdom ; than which the Wiſdom 
* of Man could not contrive Laws more ex- 
© cellently - ſuited to the Purpoſe for which 
« they were made, they depend ſo critically 


« upon one another that they make a moſt 


c compleat Code; and as they will redound 
« to the eternal Honour of the Makers of 
« them; ſo will the Non-execution of them 
& and the Damage growing from thence to 
te the Proteſtant Cauſe, ever beget Diſgrace 
* and Reproach for thoſe who ſhall neglect 
tc the Diſcharge of the moſt important Truſt 
te human Society can place in them *.“ 
And then having ſhewn that it is not on Ac- 
count of Religion that Laws are made againſt 


Papiſts, but becauſe of 3 


which are woven into their Faith; He recom- 
mends it to Papiſts, before they complain of 
the Severity of theſe Laws, to examine them- 
ſelves and reflect ſeriouſly,.— Whether they 


* Sir R. C—x's Seaſonable Advice publiſhed 1745. 
„have 
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et have not an Iuclination to renew the 
« Cruelties and Barbarities that were prac- 
ce tiſed by their Anceſtors againſt the Proteſ- 
ce tants? Whether they do not believe, that 
« the Commands of their Prieſts make all 
«« Things lawful, and that they would there- 
« fore implicitely obey them? Whether they 
« do not believe that all Proteſtants will be. 
« damned; and whethertheir ridiculous Spleen 
« and Superſtition would not lead them to 
« puniſh even the dead Carcaſſes of Proteſ- 
« tants by refuſing them Burial in Popiſh 
« Ground? Whether they do not think the 
« Proteſtant Clergy are all Uſurpers, and 
ce the Laity Robbers, and whether they 
«© would not ſeize the firſt Opportunity to 
« deſtroy them? Whether they do not hope 
« by the Aſſiſtance of France to place a 
% Popiſh Pretender on the Throne of theſe 
« Kingdoms; and whether they do not 
« therefore rejoice at every Misfortune that 
de befalls the Britiſh Arms, and at every 
ec little Succeſs that attends even a French 
« Privateer? Whether they do not hold a 
te treaſonable Correſpondence with his Ma- 
« jeſty's Enemies, and eagerly publiſh News 
« diſagreeable to Proteſtants, before it can 
ec arrive in the ordinary Way {N. B. This 
ce was wrote in the Year One Thouſand Seven 
& Hundred and Forty Five) and whether 
&© their dejected Looks are not Indexes of 
& their Minds whenever our Friends are 


_ victorious 
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te victorious over their Enemies, or any 
0 Turn happens in Politicks that may con- 


cc tribute to the Preſervation of the Liberties 


te of Europe x- And now, my Lord, be- 
fore I diſmiſs this Subject, I ſhall take the 
Liberty to obſerve, that, however eſtranged 
you may be from the political Syſtem of this 


Kingdom, it muſt ever become your Character 


and Station in the Church, to prevent the 
Growth of Popery by an hearty and zealous - 
Oppoſition to every Attempt to mitigate the 
Rigour of the penal Laws, and in this, at 
leaſt you may depend upon a powerful Support, 


for it can admit of no Deliberation in an Ar- 


ticle which ſo immediately concerns our reli- 


| gious Rights, Whether we ſhall follow a 


Proteſtant Biſhop or a Popiſh Prieſt, 
ITTaS 
* Id. ibid. p- 29. ä ae 
47085 
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I am; Oe. | 


am % 
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A CuunrcnMan, 
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